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Synopsis 
 

 
This book examines the verb derivation in Modern Greek within an alternations 

framework and suggests a new model of analysis for verb derivation in general. The 

Greek -ízo verb derivatives constitute the focus of this study. The analysis is mainly 

motivated by Beth Levin's work, who attempts to define significant meaning 

components for the English verb on the basis of diathesis alternations. The proposed 

model incorporates a version of Ray Jackendoff's conceptual semantics. Issues 

covered in the book include the definition of five alternations for the Modern Greek 

verb and the identification of the underlying conceptual structures in -ízo derivation. 

Furthermore, the alternation classes in which the -ízo verbs appear are presented 

with a focus on the regularities inside these classes in relation to conceptual 

structures and semantic/situational fields. A principled account of the splitting of verb 

units is also provided and an attempt is made to answer the question of why a 

number of derivatives does not alternate. The book will appeal to students and 

researchers interested in lexical semantics, verb morphology, Modern Greek, 

lexicology, and the universals research.  
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Errata 
 

p. 35, line 2 up: replace "vier with "four" 

p. 59, line 5: replace "stays for" with "stands for" 

p. 147, line 10: replace "semantic" with "semantic/situational" 

p. 150, example (2): replace "Path" with "Place" 

p. 151, example (4): replace "Path" with "Place" 



p. 152, example (6): add "State" before "BE" and replace "Path" with "Place" 

p. 156, examples (17), (18) and (19): replace "Path" with "Place" 

p. 157, example (20): replace "Path" with "Place" 

p. 192, third reference: ignore "Dhelijánis, I., D. Lipurlís and others, eds." 
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